
FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS – SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS BRANCH 

MEETING DATED: November 21, 2015 

AT THE HENRIETTA ROSE ROOM, BOWRAL 

 

Members present: Ken Challenor (Chair), Gabrielle Stewart, Gwen Willats, Ruth Coleman, 

Brian Haydon (Vice Chair), Katheryn Litchfield(Treasurer), Greg Tome (Committee), Barb Angell 

(Secretary), Tony Mills, Margaret Symonds, Sylvia Bevan,  

Visitors: No visitors 

Apologies: No apologies 

Treasurer’s Report: November balance is $1052.27 

 

Meeting opened with a productive session where members read their 100 word prose and a selection 

of their poetry, Greg’s etymology research into ‘cosset’ ‘magpie’ and ‘drivel’ resulted in enthusiastic 

contributions from everyone present. 

Will FAWSH continue? The bulk of the afternoon was occupied by detailed investigation into 

whether and how the Southern Highlands group was to continue into 2016. We are not currently 

covering the cost of hiring the room at $43 per month. 

Our current financial membership is less than 19 and some of those people have not recently attended 

meetings. 

Points that arose included the following: if we were to separate from FAW we lose Public Liability 

cover in the event of meetings taking place in members’ private houses. Alternatives were discussed, 

including the Library, the Mittagong RSL 

Work done away from the meetings is the key to good attendance at meetings.  Members should 

arrive prepared to present their work.  

 

Conclusions: 

The following conclusions were reached: 

1. Because the Poetry Group shares the advantages of belonging to FAW, all members of the poetry 

group should pay membership fees. 

2. For the first 3 months of 2016, each meeting will include reading by Members of current work in 

any genre, including plays, film and movie scripts, chapters of books, short stories, novels, poetry etc. 

Fellow Members will critique the work.  

3. A Publicity Officer to be approached. Prefer a young person who is interested in making a career in 

Publicity, Marketing or Advertising who will take on the position at no charge. Members to search for 

such a person offering the incentive that such a person can then include the credit for this position on 

their c.v. “Fellowship of Australian Writers, Southern Highlands Branch, Publicity Officer”. 

4. Members to organize 3-4 presentations per year at the Bowral Library. These to be fully publicized. 

Poetry and short works for rehearsed readings to the public. This to be delayed pending appointment 

of our Publicity Officer. 



 

5.  Organization of the Short Story Competition will be delayed pending conclusion of the 3-months 

trial period. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Party: will take place 1pm December 19. Those performing to email Ken with their name 

and the title and length of their item. 

January: There is no meeting during January. Meetings will resume on February 20th, same time and 

place. 

 

Meeting closed 3.40pm 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………… 

President  

 

 

 


