
FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS – SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS BRANCH 

MEETING DATED: 20 February, 2016 

AT THE HENRIETTA ROSE ROOM, BOWRAL 

 

Members present: Ken Challenor (chair), Brian Haydon (Vice President), Kathryn Lichfield 

(Treasurer), Barb Angell (Secretary), Greg Tome, Tony Mills, Sylvia Bevan, Ruth Coleman, Gwen 

Willats 

Visitors:  Val Jones, Luisa Hall (lynnegildonhall@gmail.com) 

Apologies:  None 

 

Meeting opened at 1.10 pm We have rearranged the room to a circle with no tables to allow for a 

less formal meeting and to allow closer contact between our members. 

Treasurer’s Report: Month’s balance as $1088.37  

1. Ken collected discussion material and arranged order of procedure. He announced our new 

PO Box in Bowral to which Members without a computer can post material for critique 

and/or publication on the Web Site. 

New address:  PO Box No. 2548, Bowral NSW 2576 

Visitor Luisa announced that she is writing a memoir and spoke about it briefly. 

Visitor Val has been writing most of her life and has written for children and adults, has been 

published. Is also writing on family history. 

Tony Mills read his poem “Firescape”.  He began by wanting to write about his fire fighter 

grandfather but the poem took on a life of its own and he still has yet to write his original idea. 

Everyone liked the poem and Brian will put it on the website. We invite all members to go to the 

web and read it for themselves. Tony revealed that he permanently keeps a notebook of phrases 

and ideas that occur to him. 

Katherine brought the short story that she entered into Ken’s short story competition, 

unsuccessfully, last year. She wanted to know where its weaknesses lie. She was invited to read only 

the first page, then a Discussion was had about how quickly to get to the point in a short story. Be 

sparing with opening dialogue, skip introductions between characters, they do not make interesting 

reading. It is possible to begin at a different point in the story then go back. 

Ken read a review of a book he read last year titled The Great Swindle by Pierre LeMaitre. It is a story 

about the lives of two French soldiers fighting in the front line of the Somme in France and their 

traitorous officer, towards the end of the First World War. The story follows these characters during 

their days after they are demobilised from the Army. Ken was enthralled with the excellence of 

writing and the intricate weaving of each of the characters in their effort to survive. 

General discussion was had about similar stories read by members. 



Greg read his Poem Penny Lizard and was very much appreciated. Greg and Barb read from Greg’s 

10 minute play, ‘Interview with a Mouse.’ There was general discussion about the writing of 10 

minute plays and reference was made to the Bundanoon Crash Tests. 

Barb has been writing an Historical Novel for about 40 years but is now in the process of reducing 

the number of words to about 200,000. Barb sought the views of the members about their 

preference for one of two openings of the story. There was considerable discussion and preference 

decided was the earlier written opening. 

 

2. Method for liaising with those who cannot get to meetings because of distance or ill health. 

Ken will make sure that our incapacitated members receive copies of the Minutes, and that 

they are made aware that the Web Site is the central point for communication between Branch 

members. 

 

3. Publicity Officer – progress report from Brian, who reported that he is still trying to interest a 

young broadcaster in taking on the job for us. He will progress this and report back. 

 

4. Discussion on effective use of Web Site. We are to make full use of the Web Site. Members 

who want to have material published on it should forward it to Brian no less than 10 days 

before the date of the monthly meeting. Any material not meeting that deadline will have to 

wait until the following month. 

 

5. After payment for the Room Hire each month, any additional money will be accumulated 

until $25.00 allows us to buy a Gift Voucher from Browns Bookshop, Bowral. A draw will take 

place during the meeting and the winning member must be present at the meeting when 

the Voucher win is drawn. This will replace our former monthly raffle. 

 

6. Any other business. It was agreed that this new format is successful and that we will 

continue with it. 

 

We will continue organizing the Short Story Competition. The Committee will proceed with 

organizing this. 

 

Barb has volunteered to Edit our next Anthology, which we aim to put together within the 

next year 2016-17 for publication late 2017. 

 

We will distribute flyers inviting new membership to all Members who will then put them up 

in their local shops 

 

 

Meeting closed at 3.45. 

Next meeting, March 19 same time and place. 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………………… 

(signed) 



Ken Challinor, President. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


