
FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS – SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS BRANCH 

AGM & GENERAL MEETING DATED: 21 March 2015 

AT THE HENRIETTA ROSE ROOM, BOWRAL 

 

Members present: Ken Challenor, Ruth Coleman, Gwen Willats, Barb Angell, Greg Tome, Jan 

Kenny, Margaret Symonds, Robyn Arrowsmith, Tony Mills, Brian Haydon, Kathryn Litchfield 

Visitors:  Sylvia Bevan 

Apologies:  Gabrielle Stewart, Ron Jones 

At the AGM the new Committee was elected: President Ron Challenor, Vice-President Brian Haydon, 

Secretary Barb Angell, Treasurer Kathryn Litchfield, Committee Member Greg Tome. Currently 

FAWSH is without a State Council representative. 

At the conclusion of the AGM the President and new committee took their seats and the General 

Meeting began at 1.30pm with sincere thanks to ex-President Margaret Symonds for all her hard work 

during the term of her presidency. The new President welcomed the return of member Robyn 

Arrowsmith after a break for illness, and also our visitor Silvia who has declared her intention to join 

the group. 

Treasurer’s Report: In the absence through illness of previous Treasurer Ron Jones, the new 

Treasurer announced a Bank balance as at end-January as $1066.17. 

General Business:  

1. A new mailing address is needed at Bowral and this is to be discussed at the first Committee 

meeting. Brian offered to set up a free website and gmail address through WordPress. 

2. The need to attract new members is of prime concern to the new committee and this can be 

achieved through increased free publicity plus through tools such as the new web site. 

3. Critiquing will be revived and it is hoped that Penultimate suspension will resume. These 

items to be decided at the first Committee meeting. 

Exercises for the April meeting. 

100 words exercise: A handout of text extracted from a popular novel was distributed to the members 

present. The homework requested was for the text to be reduced to 150 words and to be read at the 

April meeting, and for members to name the book and author.  

Also members were asked to unobtrusively keep an eye out for anyone who takes their attention as a 

likely character for a story. Bearing in mind that characters should be ‘interesting’ to capture the 

reader’s attention.   

Short poem up to 50 lines on any subject. (Poets’ choice) 

Greg’s words: Etymological research into: “jingoism” – “hypocrite” – “gladiolus” – “scarf”   

The meeting concluded with a practical workshop given by Barb on the subject “Selling Yourself with 

your writing”, giving various exercises for the benefit of writers when they are performing their own 

work and teaching them how to ‘cold-read’ in an attention getting way by employing relaxation 

techniques. 

 

President………………………..                                                       Date………………… 



 


