
FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS – SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS BRANCH 

MEETING DATED: 20 June 2015 

AT THE HENRIETTA ROSE ROOM, BOWRAL 

Members present: Gwen Willats, Wilhem Davies, Sylvia Bevan, Barb Angell, Ruth Coleman, 

Ken Challenor, Brian Haydon, Kathryn Litchfield. 

Visitors:  Susan Storm, Carmel Hertz, Gail Thompson, Leslie Jowers, Leslie 

McPherson  

1. Meeting opened at 1.10pm. Welcome to members and visitors: Ken welcomed the 

visitors and described a brief history of FAW. 

Apologies: Greg Tome, Margaret Symonds, Ron Jones, Tony Mills, Robyn Arrowsmith,  

2. Treasurer’s Report: Bank balance:   $1126.07  

3. Update by president – Wingecarribee Council decision:  Following his meeting with 

Council, Ken was granted $1000.00 towards our upcoming Writing Memorial short 

Story Competition. 

4. Ron Jones latest report: Ron is recovering and hopes to be back with FAWSH next 

month. 

5. Homework: At least half page of the beginning of a short story building on previous 

writing exercises. Most members read excerpts from their ongoing writing and it was 

interesting to hear the stories developing in their individual ways. Certain visitors 

gave interesting input too. 

6. Poetry:  Poets choice. Katherine read “Behind the lights”,  Brian:  “Hyperbole”, 

Gwen: “A mother’s love”,  Sylvia: “Winter comes early in the hills”,  Ken: “She wept 

…” 

7. Greg’s words for today: “mufti”, “pedigree” and “culprit”. The group discussed the 

roots of these words and their development and various meanings. 

8. Brian commented on Edward de Bono methods for developing ideas, such as  

Provocative Operation  “Po” – “Six thinking hats” – how to apply “a minute or two’s 

silence to think”  then harvest the resultant ideas  –  “Outside-in” creativity.  He 

recommended the Book: “Serious Creativity” for detailed study of these methods.  

Ken discussed various aspects of dialogue, character layering and development. Barb 

read an extract from her Screenwriting Course, Step Three illustrating her methods for 

helping writers to develop character which are applicable to all writing genres. She 

acknowledged differences in requirements for literary writing  as opposed to 

scriptwriting, which is more technical. 

9. Further preparations for the ongoing short story project: Ken asked members to 

continue working on their short story, employing some of the useful ideas put forward 

today. 

10. Homework for July: Complete a further page of your story continuing on from your 

story to date. 

11. Poetry for July, title: “Fairy Tale” 

12. Greg’s Words for July: Origins and development of the words “cardigan”, “tram” 

and “glitch”. 

13. Next general meeting Saturday 18th July 2015 

 

Meeting closed at:  3.50pm   (Signed)……………………………………………. 


